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THE XAVERIAN NEWS 
CINCINNATI. OHIO 
A paper published by the students and devoted to the interests of St. Xavier College of 
Cominerce, Accounts and Finance, College of Journalism, Advertising and Salesmanship. 
V O L 1 JULY 1916 NO. 8 
JIfier Tree textbooks, Ulbat? 
B Y H . P . HAMILTON. 
(Reprinted from The Ohio Journal ot Commerce, June, 1916.) 
"Free Textbooks and State Uniformity," by A. 
C. Monahan is the title of Bulletin No. 36, 1915, 
issued by the Bureau of Education at Washing-
ton. The reason why these subjects have been 
included in the title is not clear. Free text-
books and state uniformity in textbooks have 
no essential connection, for while uniformity in 
textbooks may be prescribed by the state, it 
does not follow that the state supplies free text-
books. Those, however, who advocate a uni-
formity in texts imply that their purpose can be 
realized more easily when the books are pro-
vided by the state or community without cost 
to the pupil. 
AN INADEQUATE STATEMENT. 
Mr. Monahan treats the question of free text-
books historically and argumentatively, but 
instead of giving any adequate discussion of the 
matter, he begins by assuming the truth of his 
contention. True, he states objections, but 
transmits them as easily as he records them. 
"The movement for free textbooks," he says, 
"is a logical part of the movement for free edu-
cation." 
The idea that every boy and girl in the United 
States shall have an opportunity for an ele-
mentary and secondary education seems to be 
firmly established; also the idea that the support 
of the schools where this opportunity is given 
shall be placed not wholly on the children or 
their parents, but upon the community or state. 
The necessity of popular education in a demo-
cratic government like that of the United States 
and of the various states is so generally recog-
nized, that compulsory education laws have 
been passed in all but two of the states and 
comparatively little complaint is now heard from 
taxpayers who are required to assist both 
through direct and indirect taxation in the sup-
port of schools for the children compelled by 
law to attend, (pp. 5 and 6.) 
I t is to be noted how "the opportunity for an 
elementary and secondary education" which 
"seems to be firmly established" gives way in the 
subsequent sentence to compulsory education, 
which in the minds of many pedagogues in-
cludes both elementary and high school train-
ing, and covers the period from the child's sixth 
to his eighteenth year. This is surely going to 
an extreme. Even Prussia, the first state to 
establish compulsory education, has never ex-
tended compulsion beyond the elementary school, 
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Whatever its merits, the Prussian system 
would be out of place in America. The Amer-
ican Government is built on the fouudation of 
liberty, educational liberty, as well as liberty 
civil and religious. It is therefore thoroughly 
counter to this spirit of liberty to treat the prob-
lem as if the sole educational factor were tbc 
public school. A large number of schools, rang-
ing from the kindergarten to the university, are 
maintained by the sacrifice of the same citizens 
who are called upon to shoulder the burden of 
ta.xation for the public schools. These private 
schools, increasing annually in number and ef-
ficiencj', save the state enormous sums. Any 
discussion which omits them, is not only in-
accurate, but a direct attack on our boasted spir-
it of fairness. No one but an ignoramus or a 
bigot can claim that these schools are enemies 
of the American Republic, or in any way sub-
versive of the best elements of .A.iiierican life, 
public or private. Under American ideals of 
liberty, parents are fuJIy within tbeir rights when 
tbey choose to send tbeir children to private or 
to religious schools. Moreover, the denomina-
tional scbool, by stressing the all-important 
fact, which (he public school dare not proclaim, 
that witiiin its proper sphere the authority of 
the state is supreme because it is the authority 
of God, gives to the stale that clement of sta-
bility without which no government can long 
endure. 
" C H A R I T Y P U P I L S . " 
Should -American parents who prefer to send 
their children to private schools and who thus 
bear a double burden, be excluded from sharing 
in the distribution of textbooks, given free to 
pupils of tbc public schools? I t has been said 
more than once, in legislatures and other de-
liberative bodies, that "if free textbooks are to 
be the rule, why not to all children, whether in 
private or in public schools?" Others have 
thought that free textbooks should be given only 
to indigent children. "This," writes Mr. Mona-
han, "on the whole has proved unsatisfactory. 
It marks as 'charity pupils,' some who wish to 
IJC independent, and it is a direct encouragement 
to others a little above the indigent class to 
use inlluence with the school authorities to ob-
tain free books." But is not the entire plan of 
furnishing free education, that is, an education 
furnished by the ta.xpaycr without allowing tlic 
taxpayer the choice of tbe proper school for his 
children, an attempt to deprive the citizen who 
wishes to be independent, of his iiulepcndencc? 
THB XAVERIAN NEWS 
Is not this education, fully controlled by the 
state, calculated to make "charity children" of 
all the pupils who share it? Moreover, if the 
state continues its usurpation of the rights and 
duties of the family, all our children will soon 
be "charity children" for all will be wards of the 
state. 
PAUPERIZING TENDENCIES. 
This is not a pessimistic outlook. I t is no-
torious that the free school has brought with it 
in many localities the free textbook. The free 
textbook has in its turn widened the circle into 
free lunches, free transportation, free athletics, 
free amusements, free medical inspection and 
treatment, free baths, free clothes and free 
"movies." Where is this policy of pauperizing 
to stop? Public school adorers are unanimous in 
declaring that one boundary to which it shall 
not extend is the private and denominational 
school; but are there other boundaries? The ad-
vocates of free textbooks are tending, some of 
them with their eyes wide open, to a realization 
of the tenets of Socialism. This realization will put 
the mark of degrading dependence even upon 
those citizens who have boasted their proper in-
dependence as American citizens. As Lieu-
tenant-Governor McDermott has pointed out in 
America, a, nation's decline has set in when 
the people begin to depend upon the state in 
all things. 
T H E QUESTION OF COST. 
The statement that the cost of free textbooks 
is small is not to the purpose. Wha t is at stake 
is a principle of the highest importance. The 
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30 cents in some localities to $1.2348 in the state 
of N e w York for each elemenary school pupil, 
and $4.8437 for each pupil in the secondary 
grades. This is the estimated cost of the 
installation of the system, in all the public 
schools of the state of New York "if (books) 
are purchased from private publishers at prices 
paid by the City of New York. No estimate has 
been made of the cost of publication by the 
state itself. The cost of renewal, or the annual 
cost of a free textbook system for New York 
State is estiniated from the annual cost of free 
textbook cities of the state as follows: In 
elementary schools, $0.6456; in secondary schools, 
$1.5833." 
I t would seem that this "comparatively small" 
cost should be a motive for the assumption of 
this burden by the parents them.selves. The 
best lesson that the state can give its citizens 
is the lesson of helping themselves, and of main-
taining themselves in a proper spirit of person-
al independence. I t would be well if by the as-
sistance of the state the price of textbooks 
could be lowered, but the proposal that the state 
should shoulder all this "comparatively small 
cost," means that the state should graft social-
istic ideals'iupon the principles of American in-
dependence. Goethe speaks of the folly of 
put t ing an oak in a costly vase: "the root ex-
pands and the vase is shattered." The vase is 
the spirit of American liberty; the oak represents 
the magnitude which the unwarranted demands 
of short-sighted faddists thrust upon the state 
and this they often do under the pretext of pa-
triotism whilst such fads undermine the very 
foundation of American patriotism and liberty 
of education. 
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"WHAT WONDERFUL AD-MEN 
YOU'LL BE." 
I saw you juggling with some words, 
They looked so good to me. 
It seemed as though that 's all you had 
to do; 
You simply wrote the copy 
In just ten minutes' time, 
A beauty, yes, ' twas perfect through 
and through; 
The argument, a daisy— 
In simple style entwined, 
I couldn't help but frame this little pic-
ture in my mind. 
I could picture the punch It contained, 
As the public were hypnotized, 
And the picture that indeed was rare, 
Seemed to spell the fame of the writer 
there. 
Now the picture, it seemed so com-
plete ; 
Large sales of the goods now I see: 
You are students that 's true, 
But when I think of you. 
What wonderful ad men you'll be! 
Attention value was the thought 
With every stroke you made; 
It seemed to be uppermost in you; 
The white space and the border 
Were put in proper shape— 
An easy task as only you can do. 
The illustration—trade mark— 
And other trimmings rare, 
I couldn't help but let my thoughts, 
With pleasure ramble there. 
I could picture the public would find 
Tha t the goods that this ad fried to 
sell 
Would push aside the competitive 
brand. 
The sales be enormous—to beat the 
band. 
Now the picture it seemed so com-
plete, 
A raise in your salary I see: 
You are students that 's true, 
But when I think of you. 
What wonderful ad men you'll be! 
OSCAR REIMERT, 
Advertising Class. 
